Synovial chondromatosis or osteochondromatosis is a benign neoplastic condition arising from synovial tissue of joints, tendon sheath and bursa. Commonly involved joints are the knee, hip, shoulder, elbow and ankle. According to authors' knowledge, only four cases have been reported in the English literature describing the extra articular synovial chondromatosis around the ankle joint. The peculiarity of the index case lies in its subtle clinical and radiological presentations which can create a diagnostic dilemma.
INTRODUCTION
Synovial chondromatosis is a condition characterized by the formation of multiple osteochondral loose bodies in the joints. Clinically, these loose bodies can lead to locking of the joints or restrict the range of motion. Radiological picture is not only characteristic but almost diagnostic. There have been only four case reports till date describing the extra articular synovial chondromatosis out of which two were extra articular and two had both extra as well as intra articular involvement (TABLE) . Despite rarity of this condition in the ankle region, in all these cases the clinical and radiological signs were certain give away towards the diagnosis thus resulting in prompt management. Here, we describe a case of extra articular extra synovial solitary chondromatosis of the ankle, the diagnosis of which was delayed due to subtle presentation.
CASE REPORT
A 49 year old female without pre-existing co-morbidities presented to our foot and ankle clinic withcomplains of dull aching pain in her right ankle of more than three years duration. For the past one year, she also noticed a soft swelling over the lateral aspect of the ankle. She consulted a general practitioner who treated her with pain killers and herbal medicines diagnosing it as degenerative osteoarthritis of the ankle joint. The pain subsided with medications and rest but aggravated on prolonged standing and walking on uneven ground. There was no history of trauma, constitutional symptomsor involvement of any other joints. On examination of the right ankle joint, there was an ovoid swelling of 4x3cms located just below the lateral malleolus which was mobile, firm in consistency andnon trans-illuminant, suggestive of a lipomatous tumor.
Ankle range of motion was normal and no loose bodies or crepitus were palpable in the joint. (FIGURE-III) . Before discharge, patient gave her consent for documenting this case for academic purpose. Unfortunately, patient never returned for follow-up after 3 months and the status of recurrence/ malignant transformations cannot be commented.
DISCUSSION
Primary synovial chondromatosis is a benign self-limiting lesion of unknown etiology that may recur locally. Even though, previously it was thought to be a metaplastic process of the synovial tissue, on the basis of currently known molecular abnormalities, it is now considered as a benign neoplastic disease (1) . The extra-articular subtype typically arises from the synovium of the tendon sheath or bursa. The role of trauma in the development of this condition is uncertain, but 
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